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)
ABLED
ACTORS

With Hollywood still in the
habit of hiring able-hodied
aclors for disabled roles,
disabled performers look
ta non-tradilional costing
for signs of hope.

by Cindy Mislhan

ey don‘tthey grein? Exeouree Prodacer Jack

Cagresdair and |H|.1||u::'r_|::| Rice oark & bog

of heat & Tow weeks age when they s

Felie Manin in the el o0 an apooming

mervie ul the week alenil & ded Hisgoeed
worman. The producers insks dhan ANC Televiston would
ocly g_n::'nl.ig_lfl witly & “taree” muachal,

The Hallywood Prparier repored that an offer for the
nrke ity went cur oo deall sar Marke BMalin, whas
doclined—en e |::|Id|.r: t15 it J|:-||||:.u|u,1.:| Edlic
Bbaritre, OF course, dai’s eines as wsoal for saar-drven
progects, s whach e D redes edi et aneiL sl itiomnd at
all rm shmply olfered 1o Enoen commacizis

The prublem i, with disihilicy-specific roles, chere ome
Sercen Actors Cesll rales 1hat spply—and the producers
ol the AR BMOW ||.'|n:|1.i;{||n| & EEieh ool Ay SAG
president Hichard paosr pemindad thess, che SAG o
iracl chuse periaining io the audooning of disbled
acters olely aoquing poschsen i
"make every ellom 10 frchate minar-
tics, women and peslommess. wils
dizbiliies in e exsieg of mation
pictures, therely oming e eed
|.1.||.I.I] enplermeil ojparfunitics ara
climimaling Heneceyping

ABC pevedved several pronss iom
the deal pe=lonaing cottminily. Aza
el il these eflorts—awhich incud-
wil a b=l all dend SAG periormsrs
armiving om the producers’ desks—ile
pevged fus sy y taken [T
o four y_ppnn“n.ﬁmlﬁ hmf
ackes. AL pressiime, the jury was sall
il

For deal performers, ihis siony
soumidkad el 1oo Gawsiliar, il sher
prediz echo the compling of dis-
sbledl perfmmens indesiry-wicde dlal
Hodlywood needs 1 wake o oo an
wlor-used saleni poul and give it g Bghing chesce 52
Compele e redes ity inembers an EI:'.'G'I:::.' q'ml,.i._-d )
play. And increasingly, theres an added Begses 1l the
indugyy jabe moo-tmdiional metng the nule and con-
sider dsabled perfrmes alongsick ahle-bocliod ados [ar
iy that zze nondisbilin-speaiic.

Lingha Fare, a 2 yeir cast memmber of Sesame Smee and

the Frsi dead aciress cas asa regular on eplsadic ielevision
|,I.|.'|!r:'-|l:’.'|_l|:¢r Taavtiwow ), kreeass s termihory well o
pesturmad on Breesdeay in Clalibo of @ Lesser Gosl, el
b wiorked on both onass with the Makonal Thenre of
the Dt anal Dl West Thazatre In sluore, st is & vTy
rslablishod acess waaking within boedh doaf s bearing
PEMOETIANCE SEILNgGS, shes licnd the “same okl
whimy” frm b inchedsy Lo many iincs,

"Cverpone abvays poinis the firger up==to the ollice
upsairs of the netweek,” Bove waid. “This & a hysial
excusr, “Mro@ng a2 star i alur 3 pical respense, hin
whim ihe [ version of Childem of 0 Erser Gl o
abong, ey were willing o pa wilh ey voe s meome
and o cox an ueknowt (Enlin) B the other lead She
became a sar asa resuli, 50 plezse 1ell me Bow producees
wan ignone the petortial of any disd perlonna?®

Terer focks thent dillereni ilkhpizy ancs fove progresad
a1 dffzent ranes. *1 o think dhearical masion pionins
have improved over the years The producers of Mr
Hallmd's O, [or eample, really commiied e hinng

eal meoes, gul | apglaiul |hemn fur

thar. The scaps s=em 10 huve made
gl e bz anl Banfol-heaning
talen Thesme s maoes and moie ws-
sithe. Dol opisode wchvision has

bezii Bewired. And i seems w0 ive g

e metweerk MURY arca is il wioes

I conclusion, Bove said, =Tl o

winmees inckey W aoiTpt

the devemity ol dlic Anwerican
soene—inchisling prople with a8
npes ol dehilils—as b bees
ckme anuore sacoessBally in oiher
Belds ol work™

Mo Srecay Rowes
Tk applies. ol emirse, not only o
deal and |]-|'|r-|ln'!‘|||5 |!:I'EH|||..'|~.
an 1 actors wilh cibaer Bsaliboes
il ol doat sas it e o
1o sulitkon for moles. Chomamers wlus
use wheelchairs, for instance, hve boen ponmayed by
ahde-tanlinl |!t|f|!|'.|'|'l‘:|£ in Farrest Canigs, Bom on e
Founit af fuly {though severad disbled aciors were alay
sl balloming; & uniliol prosntsion L prodicers by dis-
abdead |H1‘|::E1ll.ﬂ£'|. Cowting Hong, The Witsnbarice, The
Mem, Paziion Flih, acd Reckless
cunlimicd o pige 15

Not Stunted

et performens possess r desire 10 jump Bom the second story of
0 buildieg Ee ihe sk of prabisn 1I'_|:;..Jd'¢mfrn:| ot sbvmipeople. 2
Emuigine being the sninmuan miapuliing Eom dhan secoil ey, Mo
I daing iy [rom a wheslchar,

Ter his knowdedge, Mk Matbesan bs the andy meinal wheddsadr
stunfpenam rody bor hire And wihiy warik] ampone be seching & suni-
persan ia a wheeleluir? Wy not?

“l the real wardd,” = Mathesan expbimed, “indvadeds in whie
chalis sit @ calés, po to banks, work i e Workd Trule Cenier. 1 the
ke aulls o s cut-of uinitnsl-cir 1 el ot 2 sdvwals vl |'||F
Busdh pedbers 1 take hussmages, oo emoas s plant a bomrs in ihe
Work] Trade Cermer, whty il barve 2 stuniperson depics wihat lappens
Lo simmece i@ whoekchair in thse exenpled”

This bs one of he premias piiched dinosgh Suns-Aldity, o oz
eiztaon [ounded by siswran R Dendil Smiih, thas oflers Bollwsd
malngil Hunl]'u."‘u wilh Jiahdiijes.

Witk i ool stz veork under bis bl e sush prjoris as Pradaior
i, Teriwneanin 2, Tales frors the Cryqe, acal Bapwatch, Smith, who we
banm wiibarui his right foreams, corainly undorsands the pesilifine
his !-l.l.-rq\tqﬂ: aller, Tlunigh ke [ e ndusmy wis fezichy 10 Esiom,
he alsa bt mar aine wens trining people with disabililics i ke very
abills mapiined for swnt works Tredving i therefore & 2 major compeo-
nent for the organizatien,

Sa b dlimoctors such a5 Roben Zemechis, James Cameron, and
Sicphen | Cannell have Barnl fom the Suns-Akdling wsen, amd nosed
suisd ossdinabor Red |nmos b punticipoied im mining seedons

sinnith bl with abusiry people sbain using ampuice sunipegle,
Fur escmple, 0 scncs wich explosions. Thegh i a slighily mobid
way i makea lving, the enncepl is dicver.

“W¥humn & seene calls for 2 charscter ta be ina ma explosian,
helicve me, na une gocs Mying inin the air wich o8 four anis and begs
Maikog,” Smach sald. 1n the o, stunipeople Bave lud 10 fone a partice
ular limb tnd kack 1o ge the ellece *Wie wller an akemacive, In oo
s bags, we cary o remole-connBed prosiheti: dodcs, 4 SUnier-
vannt e i a L g weeirs e prosilienie prur o he esphsin
Bk Aeboraen el shieing ehee seene, aml tlie remabler of the shot shinss
Lz sluniperson wiilunn the are o g That's wim we lugiing Bs
hollywcaml” ntie eeiliss sl 2 sense of dedl i e really enhance
& Fiie,”

Like athbeies, sunipenys: sk ceen moce eood 1o kil Thats = hy
Seviich arad fiis svser negularly perfoni demomsizations in padic and
prie b jore=—especially b ictot sruinps whens chiddlien wee
lizeming o e T2 s @ wleekduir or withoun a lirds, Coee ihey eeal-
tze what thelr adar counlerpans we o, the bl weciinia
expazul lor g chilil wlise Emne cholees ssemeld vasily slieenl.

hdzanwhile, cur fiend in tie wlaabdog is peleaing Bas pyrovech-
nical bl s that e o ok be s sidy on fie

—Cindy Mulkem

Thal oz u limh; Sustmas
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lhi decomd wery of =
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Erchisiry stamlards fierhid 2 white amce to hlacken his
[ace: B play 2 hilach chamoen i0s somply ollonsive oven da
wufgest il Bun the sme sense of insuly sl seem 1o
apqly when am able-bosliodl acter porsays a deabled e
il

SALG, the American Folertes ol Televsmon and
Fanlin Ariists (AFTRAL avd Ugrmy have loog bl & ol
uniesn Terloriens with [haaknbeies
Cormmitter, which mieeis imanibdy
ared Bn claizad wnloially by LA

Amgrican viewmg public i expod 1a prg and mare
poiors with disabilitics o bl spots for Spnem,
ATET, K-Mam, beThnalils, Cickenk, eve. Though some
are designel o acaally wrgs adiabled oovoemer (ke
calling cands. from Speise, for example), e majonity of

these pds simply {2 disiblad indvadiol as “jes |

another et meml=r”

Mgl pramalem bas some sobind esamples of |
propress Los Argelesdbueed Beoe Walker ancbeeed e |

nigws with the cenem meber naawemp o hide her cow
grrral bl chelursniny. Though she ofiered o wear pros-

theiz: gloves cee 1he air, the sanion feli ths unnecessary |

aml her inclision cenairdy s21an inaporiaes procilan
Eenmy aml Peabody dwand nows cooraspriklan Jalin

||q,'l,|q,|_-||'||:r|.':,' e towered] Samalis
il Gull War, =l the hEidde 1
Presenily s wonesguealent on M-

tur Sepmel The gommiivze . line, hie haes chrinichial il inc2 whael-
:r:::mz{:;.: ||'rEil.|.|Hm':rl:E p-l'l'uml- Tlﬁm[m 1|'|'“h chair in bas sl .'|.|;.rm|g Vididiais
brz with dabililics 16 disshled e disabilities don't have W f;;ﬂ l.\_'.h;hlur-: [Ty S ETTE
e and -deiled-speeilic cam- f : i gf Inchpenafinge
:.r.\rl:',_I :::r[ump:.lri.m-lm:::i “m'l I|.‘II::|LI1|II- to be ‘writien in/ Though Hiebenhermy alinis tha
e Citanlesed 2 300 5AG mem- I" x d i sirciely's atitluok has 1I11|II-.'\I'\I-|.I\J—
bers reanionally} apprised of castng utting a deal actor, ceasganng his high-prolile ciwer 1@
andl enfarmaion, cversecsaclaalbase for r:.v:arn|ﬂe, inthe b gramallahier bcingssficaiedd conrane

ul acturs mvaibible b castivegs dinec-
vore ared proabucens, amd serves a5 o
“waichedag ™ reacing when dis cone
stiuency b5 exclled Trom awli-

role of the grocery
cleck, the lawyer, the

owa il Kleaen locane lie hud ke
i ar— it pusind b s npr il
||n||'|1.A.1:|,H| :|||||||"a.|.|."|I. “The |]L'HI|II|II}'
capetience Tur e mealia is s

s, next door neighbor— ok €, Vil izt ik
Lienpel, wl ookl eciliing bur ahe oocsioml Yaciian
.:mlm:lﬂ-nrmw I:r\:;:? .IIIIL:';.I.";: ';i:' ﬂ'lﬂ.tri \l'hﬂff the deaf moie 1 betveeon, The isalubgdice
: ] ifa" T dhesdsaliy i RS COEROTY

E‘ﬁw:ﬁd 'T;J:ﬂfﬁlllr“-';.llldl':|lrllr pEuP]'E Arem m}l ll;t :|:Lr|.'|||||.1':r||:'~ﬂi.‘.|:.t} IILﬂ:S.L:I Illlﬂi
I8 fire | il 3 : dratuliny- rights stonies by thomsclwes
:ﬂ:mllr";;r:.:.u: Tlllﬂ:.lu;ﬂlmifd": :':: _'H'Jd r.ﬂhlll.ﬂ'l‘. j-uI:JI'I':I['J" reweal |:|||=-15||T|$ ul e progde iy
fonmiers wih dpabilinies, sckrowle ondf arifsicdiredorof the claim o e abuur, e vwo equal and
cdping e need 1w moce eflicenily Acress Thenire npperdie lillades. They sl Fove

ezl his cosstiuency. e sklinm,

-tlewieaiice spoce al he equney Das
s serured o showease lalenl, He
ihres 2l tlian perlimicrs vl lave
dlisshilivies meed 1o present 3 epe ergaczed ol vl
fepce, s evidenced by lis seieiimes uphdl Juwdke 1o
seCifE Puimicipacon in prupeits the PWD commiiise
pagde s,

The Writer's Guikl micees the misson w @z the
indusery's awarencss gl sensiiviny towand guill witers
who happen t ko a disabilivy and wha oy net e g
ving their brir shake. Mon Thaw, chair of the Wier's
Guild Task Foree an Dsatiboes, nobed, "W sull get
reponis of exclusios from posilile pilch andfer produc
tian mertiegs bebd i oiklings withain elevaors, makivg
iiially ienpoealde lor 2 wiiser = 2 wheebchair o e
ticipare.”

.:I.L.J awsare 1z b subject menls & more undfied pooe
e, the Weiler's Guld will spasar
an irubustny-wide event in Dol
Cecils wiill be macle avaitalile a5 plans
unfulit

Tar Sienged, thingh, the el ou-
saifc s i pel dsabdnd perbomers a
sl 7l redes b owhich a deateliny is
ek puivital 10 1l s

B adhant eeal !.|i-|:i.'l.1| el b
eniplenaeel. "1 am Enusiraie] ty ke
Lk ol soinsirenmieg, | macdy soc 4
slissgoner who Fappens o ke = a
whase b i et doing ovorpelay things
Itk 1 i cnive @ car, go (o a eeskaninant
ar the lank.” : 4

The conept of mem-eaditoral ar i
mispecilic cuting s hardly new.
The premse is simple linglemen
Inie ofen castmg vwhen e lumc
Ler's rage, pendler, ce physical descrip-
Ly @ el [ETEnaie i0 ciurier of
stipfylise: Assume, or nstanie, thu
Buaithy of o Salesman codkd b -
e by an Africn- or AslncAmenicn by, Any
member of ibe Loz Bty could, inihosey, alsa be i
aliledd Tt docen's ¢ hamge the plol

Dhsasmy Buno

in faimesz, these hene been some prsducers wiha 226
*disalsiliny-llind. Perbaps the greass sl hae oo
1 ke cammescial woihd For several years, Claire fnaly,
540 allirmegive acinn adonmbarmor, hees bold seminars
o s ipalitione! casing Bor advertising agencies. The

us Iclicve ilent the expeicnoes ol ile
isalilerl e swd ditivenad and 1l
prople with isalsilitizs Buave linde ar
oo B sl 1baar :-I:I'I.I|.\"!'I||:- il
i,

Tl tbese emaemaplis s encewmging, chey ane nai
coiremanplice. [ronicaly, oo i, wlicse phiymcally ths-
cllities are sl as well o irddnami, sa AFTIEA
iemiber presoaly lis & clem agaivel one biscald sLanicin
whao ci.:n'ml'|muu]'-.'-u.lu.nul—u:ullcrll'a'-l.l:vr|lm 1ol
thal "l wonldnt be able wo cary a seack ol Chs or tpes
because il his havad defoemmity”

I apjoeans e ol grealic neleviion coniinucs in
hawe IJ:w caamples al non-sleeoypes. Cnoe agan, e
are Bolated sucess stoits Jert fewe brehe prouml an
Frcts of Life Cheis Hoke's work on L% Gos. O
roteacee] ghe possibilnies ol indidilusls wuk Dowi's
sylrose. hlarlee Mailin estcblshied a2 prescnee an
Pronoudde [aidis, wheee hir ol
1 bepll teliies By caepsdzaboweil

affheat Bank thad Aeed ihis pees s20-
spn's alwn-hwel sicons Dioae
eregiloyel an aciress in 3 wluekluin
s the  wisecrarking  sidehick.
[xpnes Caiilag Dghl Emscs a
il gredom,

Nor Hyrin o
STEREOTYPID

Hiich Leogley is a gonl-looking
azinr, Balph Lauren ceruinly dasaghe
s when the compay asked him wa
aniecde] s cholies for a el &8 1l
appearead in Vamily Fesir, Esguiiie, Gk
and Ele. Then the connits. s
baygaty Wl bn o (his gy e Ao
nlh.'wh.'.'|||'_|1.l' Boured?

Well, & is cuc—aml B v
ey o the projec spoess valunis
Longhey's il caigaign lol b0 8 A0-gpissle nanoon
Anieher Wikl

“b payeed a Liwyes,” =ikl Lok, The writrg, sial
wanitiald 1 1o be reatatic, el |1:||H:‘||. fir H.l\.'n."fl'l}'l'\l.ﬂ_:.ll iy
disaliilny was nui cven an ko for dhe Bl several
episodes, which Eovred mare on il clunoers legal
creer sl live iy Bifise thie list show il S
werters inwigsl e T canindeie by deaeag the o
ver's slay-t-iky Bl in o wheelchann, 1 ibeh the mesage
canzmucd on page LT

! B E?I F ; I
P BAv Lavkin
Riitch Loapleys wherlchaie was righily
frrwloent 42 this high pojile af oo
palgn.

thiar slie was alse izl wbd g ke ler |
TECUMmng, nediz ey Mkt Poices asahe |

MIONDAY, JILY 1

Lee the United States and get paid for itl

Structure, the mens specialty retail division of
The Limited, wants you to go an the road ]
| o search far thelr next male model.

v Yo wil ferve a5 ecnuilenidrivenimenia
personalty &5 you trawvel o the coclest
Lilies codsl 1 Coas [ar FREE,

= [fecese major media exposure,

» WardroDe, expensss and pay inchaded

We are loaking for three ool arrracnive - and
responsible individuals with high energy and medis
ey Males shoold be coomsdic Dvpe,  lgmales
should be energenic ard uigoing, Al must be 21
wears or cider and have a valid U5 crivers lizense,

Position starts immediatehy.
Must be avallable through the following
dlates: Jl.lf}f 26 - Navermber 15, 1996.

AUDITION |

DATE: Manday July 1. TIME: | 2 noon = 8 pm,

PLACE: Fogers & Cowan,
1HER Ceniury Park Eaw, Sih floorn, Los Angeles |

txt B EASE MO PHOME CALLS *®=

Bring drivers license, headshol, resume
arct widen s F avadable.

Struciure is an equal opporiunity empiogen

R E e i T VLT e e
£ *éj@“’ﬁﬁ ith )
AT o Tl
- ﬂkj-‘h‘ﬂl‘r_,ﬁi}‘:ill!}_:: ;h_h;- a'j e i ¥
MEED REHEARSAL SPACE?

PUBLIEC RELATIONS
1 s oy meeling paopie ina
N coaet opp loryoul PHFL

Comgiehs Taning
(300 478-536&

I Woeal Hollpwzod, coeiraly lacomed
ond reaserldy piiced, Fleau coll

Crescenl Helghty Choreh
12030 6545334

ACME

THE
IMPROV
WORKSIIOP

CLASSES MO TORMING 1M
MR YIS ATIONAL COMETYY

TAVE Fomved g oo Lite: iy cav't
ire e W they den'l kapw o el

ot

More
top CDs
and agenis
than evapril

o

s

el AR FIARAN g PIRGNET
o Flalywons Crabng [aduslny
dibigi| P fHE diEEaiivad o T
Casting Felaiv i,

calen 0 ALL LEVIES
ucﬂlfkufnu&r:%;;;ulnfllqu PR [RY, BARC, LATRA DI
| | L= [ L CCS M 1o
T CALL
(818) BEE-3727 (213) 525-0233
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ventEsaed from page 15
heee & thay my lile i ke same as everybody che's, wilh
the exception of a cerain erobilily, aml that's alenn 4.

[rr\glll::l Tran abs b feanureed i1l s.:.'ndlr.:.l:-:d £ ]
Ventlgking San, whese be & mther Barmameasly ndermd 1
in b sipt m “thal white ley™—ihe ephinme of making
ke walperlelair a non-sue

Eext Lewmplesys puaths boven't heen @ comesant series of casy
wirs “Tve acuaally only had two film asdrices & my
erene caneer. Tome, this i jis a magifed version of the
bes i mocicly. Producers weery sbous the boiiomn bre:
Are penple going 1o want w2 se n mindc with a diablad
perfnmneri=

T et these besues onsage amd proces theine Longley
t5 at wnik with dgecinr Rebert Ciochini oma 15-charas-
1 emz-rean shosw called Cowning Darbness, phinoed 1s
Ise g by i Tall.

Acniess bt Soman, wheer oedi mchinle 20 fonp
Stoeet aiul Knors Lomaing, and who was the fird it
worrrnLly 0 coiepete in the Miss Calfomin US4 pagran,
bt ound her miche In dhe T e weekl wiile 2 30-
rutker oihl: progam doignol e b dialisl end
ehlp-hodked frness entbmsasts.

Telisve it or not, Tve boen tumed dhvwn on roles
Eezause o been aold 1 dom'l look ‘dinbied enough,' =
serma nnted. *Penple don't expert yimi i e Laili i seed
i a wheelchair. & wheclchair B s8mply linw [ geraround.
Tm on publicity 1ouss 1 pramame my video produc. My
-.-.|||;|_-".:'||.1ir'1-.||:-: first ching, people see—ani il is the lirst
thing tliry fpel”

ALCEsE ProvinEn

“Mrntrmelgiornl casiing & Jus a way of lile here”
apaiied Ried Laghim, formader and astistic climcior ol the
17year-ok] Access Thoatre, boecd & Sanma Barbama
Imlerd, Lathisa said ke ke compamy, which i com-
peisel of henh alimbilon] and pes<liabied pedoneers,
reflecie liis cran lile:

*An 3 kidl, | always had [rends with dsabilities, amd #
w ;M.:-:pf;,- N I:I__: tleal.” Laehim recalled. "Bl as we simi-
ol i grew gy, 1 erafized tha they werent baving ihe
same epparminhies being offered 10 me”

Wl evrlved Treen this awarcness was a tholse coen-
pany where o enles and jobes e acoesible ol peo-
ple—wheze abililes, ot disabililies, are sresatl, The
coiegny sy plis prisandy arigmal
werh that aklsses conemporary
iiea, heisne, 25 Laillem sald, "The
arts am a very poweiful way oo peo-
maire sociad change, [ you see penple
enmmanicating face-io-face, much
ran he accompished o coomimging
Fr|||||;'5. sirmitaices Euber than thedr
dillerenees ™

Simee bs inceprion, Aot Theste
has reoeives] parmeranis swards s
has esred 10 meay presigions sages,
including the Kennedy Cenier, Ford
Center, Coconui Grne Thiyhoase,
anid MYCs Tribom Pedoeming Ams
Crnier,

"Cruite hamesily, we don'l wam to
e cmiqoez, and w wish we had more

She s moa refeming to the aomsinal "supeslicen™ o
*hefp ihe handappod”™ sondess from e evening,
news, which Shanaberg [eeds elten only slurpen a seese
ol sepempteness. Tostend], she wesslers, why ni logus en
the profesicnal accomgdishments ol individuals such as

.. comwdians, actars, athlctes, scicnlists, sl eomprare lead-

ers whees articular disabiliay ke Ynle I anyching 3o do
wath the resai Diee the medi I!"'l'l-.ﬂ'l?gl.!

A bediewer inihe “show mie, dom’t 1ol me™ philreophy,
Sharaherg malizes Hal “there & oA great A ieiine
Levween welemrce, rocopance, mlmimtion, amed b
e, okl the more per rrabdr :||iL'l."|r'|n|'| ﬂtuullld';-:'l-‘:ﬂ.l.ﬂ
iz Ipide peorrs.”

e ol thee best resownoes for research and casting infor-
rantinn—and ane of the besi hopes lor change—is the
Mew Yorkbased Hoo-Trulitana! Crming  Progect
Diedicatnd 1o cidieting e indusiry about hiring, anbss
civthe lasis ol individual mers, withoo! perjuilice regand-
ing cahinie o meclal crigim, gemder, or physical akiliics, e
prjet bews been a Tnrce since 1954

The WTCFP coniinucusly hosis and mnicimics
rertiamal sp1egeosia imd conlerences, bas boen imslromen-
tal i pening preducers il et dimeins tha
they wishi in see porfonme s wich dismtefilics, swd kocjma
chitabgse (e 1o be pnling) of moee than 3,500 acioms
avartabde ko all Tnrms of reo-aditonal castieg,

i whils excombee dirceier Shanes Jeisen bos seen
eenlaied exsenples of progres, slie candislhy said ton dere
revaing a “paciy of roles playped by Geablod pedlonsens
The simlser & almret neghgible. The fitm aml ickevision
teuderarry s burely souched the surface in e of po-
Eniomes that hisiorically bave boen st oil

“We are abso concemed with meee alanced pemmyais
Dishiedd characsers are g frequemnly depicied 25 hemnes.
o ki, with sesnimenmliy and idealism breoughi 1o
extremes iher than descloping throe-limemésesd char-
acersmiorne. This lack of inchaion nay nmalwas he
imieritoral There comtifnies & be such misinformeaniom
in pur sacicty, and the emenainmen indusiny is rellec-
ing a preblem thai s el by penlemic”

Curs Botv Wars
There are 43 millinn Amorican wigh disalilitis. s e
oty minority that 2o oo s can join ae amgtime Inerms

ol dimablinlspecilic prodects, pew works nood Lo be crest-
wal. Jofu] e motness at 2 seminar 3 few years back,
“Wewr been aloing Chikdeen af @ Lesser God =0 long il
shenikd be called “Adulis ol a Lesser God.” "

Asfor non-tmdilinnal cesing, we an oo lesger acullure
where disabled Bmily members ar shelieroel ey
baire Wie havee worked fong and kel e dniegane cor
pultic spaces, and criticisms. aide,
theere has heen real progress in orer-
tairmeinl and ihe pedomung anes
Chnly & peneration agn, disabled pers
formers were alien dended acoess @t
presugious aciing schoobs ancd bundy
wold thal polorming careers were ol
Hiiiita.

And there ame many proligtion
T e r|.1_l|_n:|.1.1||:|:|l |!IIr'iu|I|]; Tii-
trlitinnal exsting than space has not
allowed us 1o profile. The Taper's
*Oriher Woices” project, Deal Wit
Theatzr, Mew Yiomk's Thease by ihe
Blind, a=e] Comnecticuds Hainnal
Theatre al 1the Deal serve 25 presil-
ez exmmples.
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prers,” s Latbim, T st s 10 depresufimens Maris Serwny ha v mooogniznd wiih awmnds Bur real
work aned cresie anm and noc hevee 1o ﬂm.n_,lg.nﬁﬂtd,ﬁ.qmw. pragress will have been achieved
be lic Mg Dsearer. 1 wish thai more  abicd moogh ™ for some ol when sucls awsnls aren’l neces=ry,

TN witild get over the i

juile basvier” Characeers with disabilities don't bave 1o ke
“wrlien In.” Paniing & deaf arior, [or exampde, m the wle
ol the gmq':|ﬂl!. the Liayer, the newn door reighbore-
that's whee the deal peaple gee in ey lile,”

For publicid Parti Shanal P the e f chal-
kengz & I pducnie the grohlic an birge. Thar's why she ore-
aied Glolal Ieage Connnemications, a- peblic roations
cnmpeany ledicaied 1w mare media coverape and pmmo-
tinn of aceomsplished, non-siereolypice! individuals wilk
physical Emitions.,

“There are many gmoups thal encceamgr tulivehads
with peroeived dealillibes 1o belicee B bty alibuies”
waldd 5]::n1m;¢, e hessell wses a whezlchear, “Thin theme
aren’s mayy examples ko the gememl public o [ooe on
'.'l'-l'lﬂ.'l:"IIE e rqua'b i thie disaklel comiekmnily. e
reed ¥ shew more acocsaible, poshilve Imagrs.”

hecouse. such fair, anirsicreoiypecal
casting woerl be ou ol the erdinary.

P cove ity il Hellywood is o tsmess, and Rl
prochucers wiimaicly e Fave the oressive [reedom 1o
bire whoenever thoy want—even able-bodied penple in
disahled roles As Maria Sermo saad dlisabiled people lave
1o ackmeesledpe that norcirlitional easing shonld ideal:
by et Tacotly oy Jarsa s alisalededd pecformens shoihl have
the appoctirity 1 aidiion for mies that are nonaliabil
ity-speuific, able-hodnd perioomess shonld ol lesc the
chancr g mulitian for disaliline-specilic roles

=Sanine disablied periommers have bers anpered by s
siznemeni,” Somo adminl. "Bax 1 feel i bas work both
ways"

Geging it 10 waak heth ways—with a fir chance farall
cpnlified performers—is all that this widesined, et
derstood alem pool ks mah
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