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$ 2 boy, comedian George Lopez learmned to play golf by hitting lemons in his
backyard in San Fernando, Calif,, using a gorage-sale 7-iron purchased for
home security. Now an 11 handicap, Lopez and his gama have come a lang way.
One of stand-up's biggest draws, his sitcom, “George Lopez,” is entering its fifth
season on ABC, And success has allowed Lopez to feed his golfing passion. He's
member at Lakeside Golf Club, where Bob Hope played, in Burbank. He has a house
at Pebble Beach. And in an uitimate fantasy lulfillment, he's been tapped to host the
45th annual Bob Hope Chrysler Classic, which starts Jan. 15 with practice rounds
outside Paim Springs. The Hollywood Reporter's Chris Keseluk caught up with Lopez to
discuss his determination 10 make the tournament — which features celebrities and
athietes playing with the pros the first four rounds — the hotiest stop on the PGA Tour.

The Hollywood Reporter: How
did you get the Hope bosting gig? dialogue

George Lopez: | got invited in 2003

[ couldn’t play because of my production

schedule, so 1 made room for it the next vear ter. So 1 expect the tee shot o be prerry
IThe attenton from the fans was overwiaelm strasght and pretty far. ['ve got 2 house i
ing. I ran into people’s backyards. | ate what Hawaii, and Twas p iC
they were canng, | drank beer. | threw balls ing ass. I'm ¢ yvarch
o the kids | *'gn'\.i L',""-(\ and wave them i COug the
away. [ was just really happy to be playing. To vild nurkes not
me, that's what golt s gong 1o bappen i | {

We started talking about hosting the nex I'he strongest parr of my game s the shoet
year. They were receprive, but Bob had yust Fame the wedges from 100 (vards), the
passed, and they dadn’t want it to seem as i purting and sand (shots). [ really ¢ e
someone was taking his place. For a Chucano a problem wiath driving or famrw »ords
dude to siep in and replace Bob Hope | But the weakest part 1s the long iror t"s
mean, that wasa't going 10 be casy. Bug | hat 175+, 195 vard shot. | use a hybnd
saud, *Look, whatever happens, happens.™ | someumes, bue I'd st e to be able to hit
1ad the support of the celebnties and the a 4-iron that far. [ love it It's 3 sword, man

players because it was evident that I was hav
respected the game. | THR: Whar will your duties be as host?
wasn't goang to disrespect what the pros had Lopez: Theyv're not really clearly defined

Mg a gOod ume

to do. It came about when Dolores Hope yut vou can feel you want this 1o be the best
said that I would be a grear choice 1o conti tournament 1t can be. It has a template of
1 Bob's legacy what it used to be. So, what 1've done, since
I knew about it in March, has been to restore
THR: Whar concerns vou more about the the celebnt Ispoct
tourna it: being funny or luttng it well off I got Clint Eastwood to plav, He has
the firs < plaved there in like 13 vears. He's a friend, so
Lopez: I've been plaving pretty hard for he's playing on Sarurday. Jimmy Kimmel
the past vear and understand the game bet doesn’t plav a lot of golf, but be wants to pla

¥

15 plays in the ATET (the pro-a

ure t Pebbic Beact w's somg t l'l"

Sam Ja NS RONE 1O X pot (Oksca 1
.

2 Hova o come back. Andy Garcia's never

|
played, Iie's commng. Ray Romano’s never
played, he's coming. 1've got invitations out
10 Donald Tn np and Bl Chinton. I'n ROUNg
1O nd oNe Of those bag fis!

t's not going to be bonng, There's goang

to be things 0 do. When b gor older

became sort of the same ever year, There
cally wasn't a dnve to do things because b
1o artend a Jot of the funcoons
Not me, dude!

want 1o be sprnng Dreax for golicrs
We're noe gomng to turn cars over. We're too
ld. Bue P've got a party gotng every night
' it them all. I'm going to the golf
course to get away from the partes. 'l have
a "7O0s mght, and then there's a bag party wath

Wednesday. I'm performing

n'_lL'll,l!\nf‘
with War on Friday nighr at Fanrasy Casine
1 play the cowbell on “Low Rider.™ 've got
am sessaon at the Classic Club (one of the
" OUrses used y the §
round on Samirday. On Tuesday, I'
In-N-Out B L

the guvs. 11

[heres great actors who play golt, and

See LOPEZ on page G4
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Lopez

Continwed from page G-1—

of them doa't play celebrity events. So many guys play ... {Greg)
Kinnear, Luke Wilson, 1 think Owen Wilson plays, Dennis Quaid,
Michae! Douglas, Cathenine Zeta-Jones, lack Nicholon. . All
those peaple would be great to have. If they cowld just remember
when they weren't celebrities and playing and how musch tun they
were having, To get the adulation of fans ... as comy as it sounds,
man, those are the people who buy tickets to se¢ your movies or sit
down and warck your TV show. I's really kind of a vote, and vou
need 1o keep that vote

THR: Whar about the pros?
Lopexz: My drcam would be 1o ger Phil Mickelson to play the
celebrity rotation again. He got turned off. He vold me he was put-
ting for birdic and 2 ball came out of nowhere and hit his ball, It
was an athlere practicing putting. Thar scared him away from the
celebrity part of it

You're never going to get Tiger (Woods) out there. If Camilo
Vilkegas plaved, or some of the Latino guvs, they would be excit
ing. Or if Sergeo (Garcia) were to come. Mike Weir and Justin
Leonard always come. The guys who are there always make the
Bob Hope one of their stops

You gotta be patient because it takes a long time o play. And
then there's five rounds, Thase guys are just starung their season
Fave rounds s loag

THR: | understand that Chryser presented you with a limized-
production, high-performance, black 2007 300C SRTS.
Lopex: Yezh, that thing is hot. The firse thang 1 did was what any
Chicano would do; T ook the stickers offand [ tinted the windows.
Daon't tell them that | goe a blow dryer and 1ok the Bob Hope
Chrysder Classic stickers off the side. T couldn’t roll like thar.

Jesse James (of the Discovery Chaanel’s “Moaster Garage™) o
working on a *S1 Chevy for me thar he gave me for Chrstmas, I
that's ready, I'm drving thar If it's not, I'll probably rake the
Chrysler. A gang of dudes who work on my shaw golf. So 1"l have
lots of people with me. In fact, 1 hope 1 can take both cars

And there's a guy in San Fornando, where [ grew up, who has a
§45,000 low -nder, custom hydranlic golf carr. That's coming on a
flatbed. You know how Bob had s ski nose goif cart? I'm rocking
this thing. It's crazy. It's going to get a lot of anention

There’s a picture of me from Pebble Beach in mariachs pants
And my caddie had a leather bandoleer with golf batls in it instead
of bullets. The lady who made it is a master leather craftsman, and
she's making me a leather bag with an Azzec calendar and different
Latino designs. 1t's an $18,006 golt bag. I'll be using thar

I don't mess around when it comes to golf. You know, my wife
doesn't know how much that bag cost

THR: Well, your secret's om

Lopex: Yeah, go ahead. But you kaow what it i? Nobody played
i my family, in my neighborhood. For me, it's been ke a fGther
P've never bad. It's taught me to control my temper. It's taught me
respect and patience. The game has taught me so much, and 1o be
rewarded by being asked to host the Bob Hope roumament . |
don’t care i T shoot 300, man. To be playving with so many frends
who are celebritics, who [ used 1o warch when | was growing up,
is something that I'l) never be able to understand — but I'll appre
ciate it every tume [ grab my clubs, n

We look at how the golf course Is & great starting point for

Hollywood o conguct business. Plus, find 3 2007 isting of
selected showhiz tournaments for charity.
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Bel-Air Country Club
Opened: 1227
Members include: Robert J Donting,
Engnibert Humpordinge, A Michasis, Jack
Nchotson, Chis 0°'Doneell, Dennis Quasd,
Pete Sampras, Vin Scully, Slephen St
Jack Wagner, Lukie Wilson, James Woods
Legend has it A hidden cava i tho rock
puAcroppeng ibove (he foarth hole served
3 the Sefing for several of e Johnry
Weissmuler “Tarman™ movies. 1 is sakd
that Wesssmubier, whan he played that
Dot woukd cimb 1 the rock landing and
let loose with his famoess Tarzan yell,
which would echo arooed the course.
SOUPE: wane S ram Ong snd “Hokywood

on B ks By Tom Curvelt

Brentwood Country Club
Dponed: 1941
Members include: Brac Grey, Jeit Koz
Logend has it: A momber in his 808 was
playing with f¥s fong-standing foursome
when he suffered a haart sttack on tha
No. 4 teirwary and passed away. His com-
panéons woro saddenod, yot confiicted.
Ore wnod 10 stop the roend, but the oth-
&3 argued 1o continue, defeving “he
would hawe warmled Rt that wary”* Mean-
witle, the impatient Jocrsoms beting ey
group was pushing 10 play through
Source: Jef Yoy, Sounci/creadve divecior, 1AM

Hillcrest Country Club
Opened: 1920
Members include: Michae! Douglas,
Siiney Poitier, Adam Saadher

Logond has B: The cub suspenced Hirpo
Marx and Georgs Burrs for ted weeks
aftor they played & rownd without thelr
shirts. The pals s00n realtred, nowever,
that there was no rue about plirging we-
out pants. So, back om the course, olf
cama their pants at the o, 3 tae, and the
duo gleetally finishad uD in thalr undes-
shonts (and shirts).

Saurte e Speak " by Hapo Man

e Fowend et

Lakeside Golf Club
Opeoned: 1925
NMembership inctude: Kevin Costac,
Acdy Gartia, George Lopez, Juck Mchol-
on, Joe Pesci, Ray Romane, Syhwestor
Staione, Edde Yan Haten, Scott Woll
Lagend has It A fow weews after 8 Osas-
rous stay i 0 S at the sieh hole, Ofiver
Hardy retumed with a rofurtished nitiice
Sporting 2 shx-inchi-wide head, the chub

CLUB

Selection

Here’s a few
of Hollywood'’s
favorite places

to hit the links

worked perfectly, plopping the bali out of

e trap and ento the groen. Golfing tuddy
W.C. Fislts was infurated, Rt s saxd he told
Hardy, “Any man who would use w» Begal
clud e Tat would semngle his momec”

Source: Lo Gof Oub of Holywood S0

Anviversary Book” by Norman Blackbum

LA. Country Club

Opemed: 1897

Mombers Inchude: There ame no Holty-
wood stars #l this oid-maney bastion in
Beverty Hills because, frankly, their kind
5 not accopted.

Legend has It: For actons, membarhip
wis ot of the question. Even Bing Crosty,
who hae a house on the course, cosdn’t
oot an lvite, So, actor Randolph Scoft, who
#so made & forture in o and gas, had to
promise the commities that he would never
act agairs, “I you ever Saw any of my
movies,” Scott is guoted as saying, “you'd
know | never acted i the first place™
Source: Gort Dgest “Legends of Modywood"

oy Tom Calaten

Rlvlora Country Club

phaying in the pro-um at the Nssan Open,
held here in 1891, To entertan ihe crowd,
Smathers did his “petting the yo-yu” trick
(he plumb-bobs It, and whils It's spinning,
s2ls # on the green and points it & the
hole), This day, it Tound the cup from 27
foot away. The crowd rmared. “That's the
only time It's ever gone In” the surprised
Smothers said, “and | try it every hole”
Soue “Holywood on e Links”

Wilshire Country Club
Opened: 1919
Members inchede: Tommry Smothers,
Mark Wahiberg

Logend has it: Kowars Hughes resided in
a Spamsh villa overkooking the No. § green
Darng 2 big-money match, a naked

donying he had aryming to do with the
Incidend, collectad his winnings.

Soani (ol i Hodywood” by Fetat 2. Ohww
g Daad 0 Paey

Chris Koseluk
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I('~ hard 1ot
sport that b

ans more than golt. Sence the
early days of Alm, Hollvwood's
funniest performers have picked

up bagy, head

fet the mayhem begin

“It"s so e

for comedy,”

George Lopez, host of this year's

Bob Hope Ch
Palm Springs

someone sauck into Buckingham

Palace and rar

the armore and messing with the

Crown \
So, in tinbu
golf, The Hol

oresents 2 round of langhs from

SOMC MEASICes

HOL

Hole £12
“Caddyshack”

Hole #13

Dt
00 Godt”

Hole #14

*Dead
Soid Parfect’

unk of another
i anapired comedi

od to the finks and

al that it's perfect
Y k"'l'fdill

wrysler Classc in the
arca, “It's like if

1 aronnd trymngg o0
te to the game of
lywood Reporter

of mirdy.
Chris Koseluk

Joly 25, 1330, by Yesme* Bros.

Ty Wbl (Crovy Chasei, N Coarvi
(Rodney Dargertee i, Carf Spacidar
(B M), By Smadls (Ted Kngnt

Har-har

FOR THE

L0 Seals eyl country-clud B
becomes a nightmare whon the loutish
nouveay richs Caenvik becomes a mem
ber, Mearme e, greuncakeeser Spacce
takes dim 0l 3 destuctive gopher

[Se

). Boeper: | thought you'd 5o e man X
eat his year”

T guess you l ust have 10 keap beatieg
yoursel!

1987 eract-tn-video om
Sakar Entertziament Group

Dort (Tim Comaay),
Leonarg (Vincant Schiavelll)
Boom Boom (Wchese Sl

[imnutve duffer Dort, wit the hedp of
trusty cao0y Lecnad, gves n-depth el
gt insirucSions on svery aspect of e
game, rom puting 0 pUng "am Bway
2 e 10th hoe

LEONANT “Ya ot & pencE”
Dort *Now why wourd ) be having o panci?®
Joonard “So | car mark the ball (on the

greon.”

sl ared Dec, 18, 1083

o0 HB0

Koty Loe {Randy Ouaid)
Jonny Stether (Brett Culler)

Pro goter Kenty moht 5 his owe worss
g™y as fis martal prodlems and
Sxcesans drivking dsiract hie from
rsacaeng s brue polondia on the ciroat

Dorny {exending his dand 2her Kenny leams
ot Donrry hes sopt with Kenvy's mistrossl
Bl we mghl 25 we' act e professionas
Good huck.”

Kenty (refusing 10 Saake hands: "Pas on
£

Hole #15
“Selntelr”
(The Marme
Boogs”)
Hole 16
“Happy

Gimore”

Hole #17

“Tie Qg

Hole #18

“Feorytocy
Loves Sepmond”

("Fum Witn Deor™)

Epsode Ne, 78, frst ared
Feb. 10, 1904, on NBL

Cosmo Kramey (Michae: Richardy),
Grearge Costanzn (ason Alander)

Whes o shot on e beach by Kramer ends
Up 1 0 whale's blowhole, Gacepe, pretend-
Pg 1 e i marire Woogst 1o impesss 3
P, must nse W e ocasion and &
the beached mammal

Geotpe: "1 coud tarely see from the waves
CEshng down upon me Dut | knsw something
was ere So | reached my and in, 163 meound
a0 puled out the cdesucton ”

Krzmer *A holo-in-ome, he?”

Feb. 16, 1996, by Ureversal

Hapoy Gmorz (Acam Sandier),
Shootes NoGaan 10 sioohe
McOonaid, Bob Barker (hir el

When NS career on the ico onds, ML
wanrabe Gimore takes s e 5@ shot
o Uses K 10 sam @ Ivng as & poes-
sonal goller

Hipty "I | saw myse¥ dressed ke hat
10 MEwe 10 KCK ™y own ass ”

Aug 16, 1595, by Werrar Bros

Roy McAvoy (Kevin Costner)
Oavd Smims (Do Johweson)

De. Moy Cigstid (Flens Rusan)
Romeo Posar (Cwech Marn)

(ouid-nave-teen champ Aoy decioes
15 make & run for PGA glory afler beng
smton by Mely. Ray cuslfes bk te
US. Doen, peting hm sganst hs ok
ftend and harcdeome current PGA
"watiner Smmg

Rey: “Sex and podf are the two Dings you can
enoy ovan If youre not good at them ”

Epmsode No. 171 frst ared
Sega. 22 2003, on €8S

Ray Barone (Ray Romang)
Debra Barens (Patnca Heator)

Aaymoad's fove of 9ot is put B the Yt
when Oeea, wantng % have mon “tn*
tme opether, ahes up He game and
Ons im on the course

Raymord: "You s34 | coule go goting.*
Debra: *) said, ‘Yoo tad."*
Raymend “1 fooght hat meart for you *
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HOLE
Hole £1

“The Go¥
Specaist”

Aug. 22, 1930
by RKD Rado Pictures

J. EMagham Saltweatsr
(WG Fnids)
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HANDICAP

The cantanbierous Delweather is mars
miwested 0 13Ing with 2 wite of e
notel otacthe and browdeatng his
skow-witied caddy than geting off te
frst e

FORE!

J, Effingham Beltweather: “lon't stand theee!
Dor't yous browy 11 sete you i 0he SCONCE
wih this wnchecn ™

Hole #2

“Tiven
Littie Boers”

Nov. 28, 1835,

by Columida Pt

The Three Stooges (Moe Howard
Larry Ang, Curly Howardy

Srowory Galvery=en Mos, Lty and
Curly duck cut of ¥ doer run i Mt e
CONSE 10 prachce for & compary laumey
Eye-posing. heac-slapping and dwals
20500

Ly “Hey, ths s 8 wd's game. They're
WEang shent partst”

Hole #3

“Divot
Diggans”

Feli 8, 1936, by 8 RoachMGM

Spanky (George Mefariznd), Arfats
(Gt Switrer), Buckwnieat il
Thomas), Darta [Dara Hood)

Gulf becomes aver more frustrating
§or 0 hapiess forsomo when e “Our
Gang" kids and pat cmp Sops rise b
e e of caddying 4 P round

Spanky: *t shot & 74 yesteeday "

Gotfer: *Seventy-four strokes ke 18 holes™
Spaky: "No, that was pust for the firet hola.
But | ot it cown 19 64 f3r e second™

Hole #4

"Bringng

Up Bady”

Fah 18,1934
by RKD Rado Acures

e Davic Hadey (Cary Gt
S0 Yancs (Kathrins Hepou

MK -mannerec avhropokgs! Dave
fnos fes e Lurved LDsiae cown Dy rutty
Peress Susan, wham he fiest meets on
9 cor3e when she mista<only weps
playing his dall

Susan “Now, 0o’ bess your lntper

Cawd: “My dear young ady, I'm a0t losing my
fempac. I'm mersly trying 1 play some g™

Susan “You choots P onsst paces Ths

15 8 parking It

Hole #5

“Donaids
G0t Gama®

Now. 4, 1538,
by Wat Derey Studics

Donaéd Duck and his nophaws
Mooy, Downy and Lou

Jorald has a rough time oo the inks
woen his repdews ) song

(After NG 0 SHot with a Wick criver Ies
peghews Rave grven him, Donadd 8 unawdre
hia St bas transformed imio a ret and his nak
Now 30 over his left shouicer in the wadbng )
Donaid: "Wal a drive, what a e ”

Hole #6

"My Bunny LUss
Ovar the Sm*

Dac 14, 1548,
Dy ‘Warner Bros

Bugs Bunny and MacRory,
2 Scotsman weang a it

Blogs has 2 rue- 0 with what he thinks
2 583 Monster ETACKING an oid acy
WS out e mosste i o set of 2ag
pioes and e ady 8 ¥acRory, The Sct
o0 calonges Bugs o a ol game

Machory [puling out tweo gof Dagsl: “Ayu, guit
L0068 FOUr Weanons.”

Bugs “Have 1 your way. Mac, dut dan't yu

gt 2red of runring them 18 Dases?”

Aug 101850,
by Parameun Pehes

Joe Antony (Dean Mt
Harvey Miler J- Loery Lews)

Marvey & o p-tigt goller whe tieeres
whonevy he addresses ™ tal Ha
Perefors uses his Lalent for e game
% help um ris busdy Joe e a PGA

Harvey (Bescribng a putt o Joe's debul) *its
a1 the cup Ard 1! rims the edge, poes eroune
axd aourd . tul R doksn't 0o i Bt
wall, Hogan putts. 4o hits bs ball and

knocks Joe's dak nght imo the cup!”

Hole #8

*I Love Lgy”
{The Galf
aame”)

Episocs No. 96 frst arec
May 17,1954 o CBS

Ly Qucke Bal) Ricky (Des
Amar Frea Wiliam Frawisy)
B! (Vivan Vance)

The boys don't want 12e gris homing
0 o QoF day. 50 ey maks up 0™
outajeously sy rules to Ssocourage
Lty and Emhe from sikng up e game

Ly, "What o should | Lee?”

Ficky. " think g stymie soule be rght*
Frod: “Lnkess she wants t0 198 8 nick.”
Loy "A nibick! That sourd |52 somathing
yOU mad w0, FU use a stymie éoar”

Hole #9

Tre
Horopmooners”
{“The Galler”)

Etso0e No. 3 fest ared
Det 15, 1955, on CBS

Ralph Kramden (ackie Gieason)
£4 Norton (At Carnery)

Big-mout Ralph boasts of s goiting
skile B work, and s D0ss s %0
mpessssd Tal e vites Bm e oin
hes Soursoene that wookend. Troudls s,
Raloh has nevar swung a ced n s e

Neror: “Frst. you address e Bal
Heto, bl ”

Hole #10
“Tre Nursen”
(*Courtry Cu
Vursters”

Epesode No. 30 frst sl
Aprd 15, 1965 on CBS

Marman NMunster (<o Gwyre)
Edde Munstor (Sulch Pavick)

Hermar wins 0 mambership 0 the uin-
excigsve Mocknghed Haghis Cousry
O, 3 when the chub's oxese
subvoctod 10 & roand of goFf Herman
Munstae-stya, || will never ba the same

Edoie (e Harman nas tead of Laing an
B-ront: “Hey Dad i1 in the reugs

ot “Oar.”

Edose 00 the Dird o, 1,500 yards awsy
| 20 you over-chudbed yourssll ”

Hole #11

“How 2
Commit
Mamiags*

X3 v« hollywoodreporter <o

Ally 7, 1965,
by Coeeamu Retsasng Conp

Frank Benson [Sob Mooey Otiver
Foo Llackie Geasond. Los Gty
(Maursan Ay, Mildred ihe chrmg

Frak and Ofver 200ure a ol for

asch ofher whan thay respectve daugh-
far and 500 have 5 O o of wediock
The anismosity heighiens whee Frank
faces Obwer's polting sartnee — a chim-
PENYSE — 0 & igh-3takes round.

Lot (after Miored, woom Ctver claims has
the same seven tandcap as Frank fees off).
‘Frank, she just Mt it 275 yards ™

Feank: “Year so™e seven. She's a o If | aver
e one”



