to Remember

Wooing ‘The Terminator’ away from Californiais just

n Affair

another notch on New Mexico's production belt

By Chris Koseluk
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NEW MEXICO
feeling blue,

During a meeting last spring with New Mexico
Gov. Bill Richardson, his Californian counterpart
quipped, “You're ripping off my movies”

Richardson wasn't intimidated, as he recalls, 1
caid, *You've giot to give incentives” He said, 'I'm
trying to get my leglslature to do that, but they
don't listen to me.' "

The Jegislature might have to start listening
soon, because film, television and commercial pro-
duction is booming in New Mexlco.

Gov,. Amold Schwarzenegger was

Made in New Mexico

location report

DreamWorks/Paramount's “ Transformers:
Revenge of the Fallen™ and Focus Features’
“Hamlet 2." along with 2007's “3:10 to Yuma™ and
“In the Valley of Elah” are just some of the features
the state has hested, Add to these the upcoming
releases “Run for Her Life,” Overture’s “Sunshine
Cleaning” New Line's“Appaloosa™ and Think -
Film's “Five Dollars'a Day" Television entries
“Breaking Bad" (AMC), “In Plain Sight" (USA
Network) and the upcoming “Crash" (Starz) and
“Easy Mouey™ (the CW) shoot here, Even last
year's best picture Oscar winner, “*No Country for
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Old Men,” came o life in New Mexico.

And most fronically, Warner Bros.) “Terminatoe
the fourth installment of the series so
sely associated with Schwarzenegger, is lensing
in = vou guessed it — New Mexico. No wonder the
California g

“There was a distinct possibility this movie
would go out of the country,” says Lisa Strout,
director of the New Mexico Film Office aboul
“Terminator.” “We worked very hard on the cre-
ative aspects and the financial benefits, So we were
thsolutely thrilled when they made their decision
to come here”

Many credit New Mexico's

loan incentive programs, featuring a 25% tix rebate

OVErnor 1S upset

ressive tax and

After flmng the 2007 nstaliment of “Trarsformers™ in New Mexico {abowe ), Michaed Bay and crew returned to shoot the upcoming Transformers
Revenge of the Fallen.”

and 0% investment loan, for the surge. But there
are other reasons, too,

“It 15 a very film-friendly state” says David
Alper, a principal and COO with film financler
Grosvenor Park, “The program is really the baby of
Bill Richardson’

Strout, a location scout for more than 20 vears

before ng the film office in 2001, emphasizes
an attitude of cooperation that permeates the
state, With less than 2 million residents, she
believes there's a real small-town feel

“1ts not a particularly cumbersome bureancracy,”
she says, “I think that helps"

Also helping is the state’s ability to meet facility
and crew needs: A 50% wage payback for produc
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tions willing to give on-the-job-training to resi-
dents is expanding New Mexico's crew base,

“They're starting to get their sea legs," says
writer~director foshua Michael Stern, who filmed
Disney’s comedy “Swing Vote" in the state, "You'll
actually find it's easier to crew up than it might
have been awhile ago”

“1 find it easy to work there," adds producer
Deborah Del Prete, who has filmed four features in
the state, including Lionsgate's upcoming “The
Spirit.” “1t's a simple plane ride. You can easily get
equipment driven there. You can get people in and
out quickly wherever you film, There's not alot of
traffic”

Alper, who helped bring “3:10 to Yuma" to the
state while serving as an executive with Relativity
Media, cites Albuguerque's increasing number of
pestproduction facilities, Sony Pictures Imageworks
has plans for a 100,000-square- oot fucility there
and currently bas set up shop temporarily in down-
town Albuquerque. In addition, Albuguerque Stu-
dios opened last vear with six soundstages, with
plans to build two more soundstages this year,
boasting a total of four 24,000-s5quare-foot and
four 18,000+ sguare-foot soundstages.

“New Mexico is entering a new phase of maturi-
ty as a production and postproduction destina-
tion” Alper says.

Gt accommaodations at the Histors Taos Inn are spriniied throughout a clustar of 19th-century adobe houses.

“We have a lot of repeat business.” Strout adds,
UWe'd love to see more films explore virgln tersitory
here. There's lots of great lHttle towns and alot of
landscape that has never been shot”

Stern can back that claim, While filming “

Swing Vote,” he needed a bygone, middle-of-
nowhere locale with a “Last Picture Show" vibe,
Thirty miles south of Aibuquerque, he found
Belen.

“There were three places still open — a bowling
alley, a bar and a karate facility)" Stern recails, *1t
was neeriy abandoned. 1t was like working in a
backlot; there was no traftic. The people who stiil
live there were 50 gracious, I could really show the
place. When you see the movie, you'll see, It's
really an amazing little town." iiE

li' KIDEAWAY, THE
HISTORIC TAOS INN

Originally founded as an artists™
oMty by Taos' st phys
cian, Dr. Thoman Pat "Doc®
Nartia, and Lats revamped into &
hote by Doc’s wife afte his death
the Histork 1acs Inn & now iisted
0N e NALONY 8rd State regaters
of Pestonic places, 'With gusst
accommedations sponkded
Hroughout the Chuster of 19th-
cevtury adobe howses, the i
honors 25 artistic past by hostng
Invtational art exhibits
125 Paseo el Pusbio Norte, Taos
5157552231 taosinncom

- Compied by Michelle Geabicw)

Let us maximize your incentive opportunities.

ENTERTAINMENT
ParTNnERS®
An Employee ODwned Compary

08.22.08

Processing payroll ot
Albuquerque Studios:

Entertainment Partners

5650 University Blvd.
Production Bldg. A, Room 231
Albuquerque, NM 87106

EPNM@entertainmentpartners.com ¢ 505.227.2240

Ask about our Super Loan-Out services.

www.productionincentives.com
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Cast & Crew*

In!erl.\nm‘ nt Services, ll(

NEW MEXICO OFFICE
320 Gold Avenue, SW Ste: 1415
Albuquerque, NM 87102
Contact: Julia Zane
S05-247-0868
Jrane @ castanderew.com

MAIN OFFICE
100 E. Tujunga Avenue
Burbank, CA 91502
Contact: Eric Belcher
S18-972-3204
ehelcher@castanderew.com

Burbank, New York, Albuquerque
Baton Rouge, Detroit, Toronto
and Vancouver

Proof positive that quality service, integrity

and over 30 years experience pays off.

L
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focation report

New Mexico Film Office director Lisa Strout with New Mexco Gov, Bill R hardsen

A Man of Action

W..em-';"h hardsom took office J-gw:'n( § New Mexicoin
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the state’s prochuction boom

How's business?

Gov. Bill Richardson: 1t's been a
dramatic increase in the last
four years, At this very moment,

we have 12 films being shot here.

We just announced our 100th
feature. Since I've become
governor, film and TV produc-
tion has infected over $1.8 bil -
Hon into New Mexico's econo-
my. We've created 2,000 direct
production jobs and 1,000
others in support industries.

How did you do 17

Richardsonc By creating incen
tives for the film and television
industries and convincing

our legisiature that the time was
ideal to resume our previous
leadership role in film produc-
tion, [n other words,

we went out of our 1
way o send a

message to te fiim

2008 peesidential coote

anuary 2003
industryd .H.S?u‘m(...‘\,‘.'. The Holly-
ertodiscuss

How do you keep business
growing?

Richardson: We're considering
increasing the rebate — some
other states have gone 1o 20%
That's one option. The state
invests in almost every produc-
tion. That seems to attract a lot
wakers. We invest by giv-
ing low -interest loans. We get
paid after the distribution of the
film. S0 we're patient, But, in
the end, it's working like magic,

California Gav, Amold
Schwarzenegger recently joked
with you that you're responsible
for a large majority of Holly
wood’s runaway production, How
serious do you think he was?
Richardson: He and ! have a

very good relationship,
It was a Hitle bis
kidding, but there was
alittle edge to it

industry that we Tocheckout . \we're not trying to
wanted them bere Mming supplant Hollywood.
and that we'd give Incentives across We want to be an
them incentives to the country, g5 adjunct to Hollywood.
filrn bere, if they to thecom/fim We want to be another

trained cur people

option, WE
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TheLand of
Enchantment

Generous economic
incentives make it hard
for filmmakers to resist

ticular crew position,” says pro-
ducer Glenn Willlamson, whose
comedy “Sunshine Cleaning.”
from Overture Films, was filmed
inthe state, He estimates that
New Mexico's incentives helped
save almost 200 of the film's

onginal budset,

New Mexico’s Filim Invest -
ment Loan Program features a
0% loan for up to $15 million
per project; in return, the state
gets a share of the backendin
lieu of interest. The state nego-

than $210 million. GG

tiates a backend participation
position, averaging between 79
and 204, based on the type of
production and the calculated
risk. The program has aided over
20 projects, Joaning out more

New Mexico

By Chris Koseluk

It's NOt New Mexico's endless
sunny days or breathtaking vistas
that are luring filmmakers to the
Southwest, They're after the
financmng.

“When you're creating & finan
cil mode! for any entertamment

program, the creative is the first
element that has to be addressed
and then it’s a financial conversa-
Hon really” says Kevin Beggls,
president of TV programming and
prociuction at Lionsgate, which
shooting the TV series “Crash
Starz in New Mexico.

Under New Mexico’s popular
2390 tax relsate on all direct pro-
duction expenditures, the state has
refunded nest under $80 million
through the program since 2003,

The rebate features no cap and
no sunset clavuse, and produc-
tions are refunded based on the
expenditure’s full amount, not
fust the tax portion. “In mast
states, you bave to spensd a mini-
mum. You make a really small
movie — we're here to support
that " says New Mexico Film
Office ctor Lisa Strout,

The state's Film Crew
Advancement Program offers s
S0% wage reimbursement for any
resident hired in a key below-
the-line crew position and given
on-the-job training
New Mexico has expended $5.2
million for on-the-| ning
and crew advancement pro
grams, Almost 750 ingdividuals
have benefited from the 70-plus
prociuctions that have part
pated. In addition, the state has
also spent approximately
$130,000 conducting pre-
employment workshops,

“From their standpoint, it
helps to continue to improve the
crew base in New Mexaco. And
from our standpoint, it's some-
body who's ready for that next
step and you're able to get more
bang for your buck for that par

"

nee 2003,
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COMING THIS FALL!

Nationwide shipping | Wide inventory
Loading docks = Custom orders
Friendly and efficient customer service

2731 Broadway Bivd, NE Suite C T Albuquergue, NM 87107 [ Phone 505.341.1824 [ Fax 505.341.1833
www. filmmakerproductionservices.com
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