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something, sometimes you get pigeonholed.' '
""';;;;;;i;;v 

u. ,oa"vt fo'".,'' b"i the department is alwavs

,#;;;;;i;il i.'*"'i momentum' Jinks ad,mits he usuallv

h;; i0 3ho*s floating around ln his head' \{/hile he might
^C.-Uaairr* 

to 
" 

d.gi.t, plans for fiuture shows are always

i; ;;;;t"r,"g., oT d.t"lopmettt' For-example' prepara-

tions for their next p;;;;;, nut oTuoXiln' aiein full

one-act is modest compared to other productions' Make-up

budsets rypically ,,'r., itt the $250,000 to $300'000 range'

i';d;;;fiJ;, that the salome figure is on target' He's

t.." a"i"g this long enough that overspending is the excep-

tion rather than the rule.'1t"il 
iil;J hi. firr, rA. op91a gig in,1998-' i"." f'T

-;G 
io ,it. .ity. He was lt"td b"titlo fil in for the final

,ho* o"f ,h. 2002"2003 season. Staying on' he became assis-
tant wlgmaster in 2005'

:-

?.^ -

\(hen his predecessor,

Rick Geyer, left shortl,v

into the 2006-2007 sea'

son, Jinks was offered

the job. This marks his

11th season as wigmas-

ter.
Bianchini is in her

second season as associ-

ate wigmaster. She start-

ed as a freelancer. "l got

a call from somebodv

who knew somebodv

who knew the oPera

really needed helP rvith

wigs," she remembers'

swing.
"V.'r. always building

rwo or three at once," con-

tinues Jinks. "\(e started
at Christmas with The

Ab ductio n fro m t b e S eraglio,
which was set on the

Orient ExPress-1920s
make-up, hair. Fimings for

Salome-began while that

show was running' Now
we're prepPing Hofman-
between 80 and 100 wigs'

circa 1830s."
Iinks walks to the hall-

*"y outside the Build
Room and motions to a

row of shelves filled with

;;it ;i.;.t. "ihi, i, all Hofman, ready to be combed out"

il I;il. Thev'll all end"up with bows"' he says' "\7e've

be.t *orkirrg on it for four months'""-e, 
o". po"int Jinks comments to Bianchini' "I just got

word I have to start budgeting' not for next season' but for

,fr. *"t-t after that'" H"t t'tl-"tts work on Salome began

;;;;;. 
"go, 

*h..t he created its budget' A $140'000

"'You have experience? Awesome' Getln here'"' A I'ear later'

she was promoted to her curren-t position' 
^,-- 

Strona'boasts 16 years with LA Opera' She interned in

ZOOO-*hif. attending Cal Poly Pomona' After graduation'

she was offered an apprenticeship'-' 
Salomds design p-..,'began in Ma1' 2016' '* rvith all

f,A Op.r" proi.r.iiorrr' it siarts with the costume design-
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it up," he says smiling. "There was this crazy English lady with a cold on
YouTirbe. She was sitting there and she had them wrapped around her
toe."

"Darren is very good at discovering different ways of doing stuff," says
Bianchini. "He'll look at something and think, 'Oh, I can figure that out.'
A couple of days later, he's like, 'OK, we've got it."'

Strona adds, "And then he teaches ir to us."
Katarzyna Sadej, who plays the Page, presented an entirely different

challenge. The mezzo-soprano's long, blond hair flows to her waist. The
character is gender-neutral, with short, boyish hair.

Jinks came up with an idea that not only hid Sadej's voluminous hair,
but also used it to their advantage.

"'W'e constructed a normal wig foundation, excepr that it has a rein-
forced strip up the back with holes cut our," explains Bianchini, who
engineered and built the wig. "And then we made pouches to hide her
hair. The pouches are made out of Power Net so they were really stretchy."

\(hen secured in the pouches, the hair anchors the wig. There is zero
chance of it falling off.

The unique design also evenly distributes the weight of the hair. "It
is actually one of the most comfortable wigs I ve ever worn," said Sadej
during her make-up application. "Usually, I get a headache. I actually like
this."

In January the department met with the performers. Jinks used the
opportunity to work on the tattoo design.

"W'e had Thipp in for a fitting, surrounded him in Saran W'rap and drew
on it," says Strona.

"Department members came in and discussed the designs," adds Jinks.
"Tiipp was sweating bullets because he was all wrapped up as we debated."

"'We tortured him," jokes Strona.
But they got what they needed. The drawings were scanned and final-

ized. Using these templates, Strona creates tattoo transfers before each
performance.
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fbmasson wears and attached it to the silicone head.
\Tanting the piece to have teeth, Jinks cast a ser. ..These

are actually my husbandt teeth,', he says as he holds up
the head. "He knows. I sent him 

" 
pictu.. at work. ,Look

what I made. By the way, the reeth 
"r. 

lrou.r.",
The head came with a big, hollow opening at the neck.

Props plugged ir with a piece of sea sponse.

..-"I 
thoughr, 'I have ro finish thai,,', Zontinues Jinks."I cut another sponge in half and stuck it in the neck. I

sparulated Smoorh-On's Skin Tite silicone on it to build
it up and make it look like the trachea and vertebrae. The
sponge_ gave it grear texture_this nice meariness. I then
painted it with some lighter reds, some yellows and cov-
ered it with blood. It miy not be compleiely anatomically
correct, but it works.''

Jinks uses Pale Night Productions, perma-Blood. .,'il7'hen
it goes on, it looks like raspberry jelly,,, he says. ,.But 

it
dries.to- this.gorgeour .r"nb.r.y-irl .oior, iust like fresh
blood. lt looks grear onstage."

, 
Ra-ce1t5 requesred rhat holes be drilled in the side of the

head. "She wanted to stick her thumb in it and hold it up
to the audience," conrin_ues Jinks. 

..After 
they were drilled,

it looked horrible. I had to reconsrruct th.."rr."
Jinks' favorite accessory is a kickstand fitted to the back

of the head. ,"So it doesnt roll into the pit and kill some
po_or orchestra person," he says.

In. charge of Racettet rn"k.-up, Jinks, duties include
combing out Salome! wig and mlxing the body pdint that
makes Salome's skin shimmer duririg her dance of the
seven veils.

Danielle fuchter is in charge. of making up the page
and Herod (AIan Glassman).1his is Richiert first sho"*
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The Roman Guests, Egyptian Guests and Herodias
Entertainers are looking more decadent.

The Executioner does not appear unril 70 minutes into
.the performance, so his make-up is last. Strona oversees the
application of his 17 tattoos. Allie Keck and Jeni Novak
assist her. At 6 feet 3 inches, Law towers over the three
women.

The tattoos must match up precisely and order matters.
\7hen she applied the collar first, Strona discovered they
were low By starting with the chest piece, everything else
lines up perfectly.

Another trick to help the alignment is printing both sides
of the transfer. The reverse side serves as a guide. "I flipped
the image in the computer," Srrona says. "Then, I put the
paper back in the printer to get an exact mirror image."'Working as one, the team creates an Executioner in min-
utes. "I think this is the earliest we've gotten you done?"

asls Strona. "Right?"
But that doesnt mean it's quitting time. After the final

curtain, the make-ups need to be removed. Thttoos and
nipple pieces add time to the process-up to 45 minutes
for some.

"It's just like film. 'We re usually the first ones here and the
last to leave," says Jinks.

But no one is complaining. Insread, the room is in high
spirits because all has gone so well.

"I love live theater. There is nothing like it," says Strona.
"There are 3,000 people out there and you have 30 seconds
to do a quick change. I'm not going to jump out of an air-
plane. My adrenalin fix is a full costume, wlg and a make-
up change. And when you get it done and have five seconds
to spare, thatt the best." run

See our online edition for more exclusive inoges of the LA Ooero's Solome.
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